CHAPTER V. THE CREATION OF LIVING MATTER.
WE now come to Living Matter ; directing attention, first, to that elementary form of life as exhibited in simple protoplasm and "in the lower forms of organism, and then to the perfect forms of bird and beast, In each case, we shall find the same evidence of Design and Intelligence, the same proof of " contrivance" and purpos'e, which we cannot attribute to the mere action of secondary causes.
The simplest form in which LIFE is manifested is in a viscid gelatinous substance without colour or form, called Protoplasm. Wherever there is life there is protoplasm. Protoplasm, as before- remarked, lies just under the bark in trees, and is the material from which the growth of the wood and bark cells and fibres proceeds. Protoplasm, is also present in the muscles and in the blood, and wherever growth is going on.
But protoplasm also exists by itself; or, more properly speaking, there exist living creatures, both plant